Periodontal diseases which primarily include gingivitis and periodontitis are caused by the bacterial biofilm but mediated and modified by the host [5] . Studies on natural products for periodontal diseases have led to commercially available medication especially for gingivitis [5, 6] . Natural products have many properties which can have an effect on the immune and inflammatory process during disease progression apart from inhibiting pathogenic bacteria [7, 8] .
Developments in drug delivery including nanoforms open up myriad opportunities for developing therapies including locally deliverable agents against periodontal diseases [5, 9] .
Dental caries is a bacterial initiated demineralization of the hard tissue structures of the tooth. Plant based extracts and their derivatives have been explored for the anti-cariogenic effects [10, 11] . New research has shown the potential of natural products in remineralising tooth surfaces affected by dental caries [12] . The potential of local sustained delivery of active agents for protecting tooth surface is also being explored [13] .
The other important potential for the use of natural products is in oral mucosal diseases. Effect of plant based products on oral mucositis including as a result of cancer therapies has been an important focus of research [14] . The polyphenols from plant based products have been very effective for their anti-inflammatory and healing effects [15] . Nanotechnology has helped in the sustained delivery as well in maintaining a higher bioavailability of the active drug [16] .
The special issue on natural products and oral health will create more interest among the researchers and clinicians to view naturally derived therapies as an effective way to manage oral diseases.
Commercial exploration towards better patient utilization of these therapies based on natural products should be promoted. Nanotechnology for better formulation of drugs will definitely give the much needed boost towards these goals.
